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IN THE UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
FOR THE SOUTHERN DI STRI CT OF NEW YORK

PENGUI N BOOKS U. S. A., INC.,
FOUNDATI ON FOR | NNER PEACE, | NC.,

Plaintiffs,

No. 95 Civ. 4126
(RvE)

VS.

NEW CHRI STI AN CHURCH OF FULL
ENDEAVOR, LTD., and ENDEAVOR
ACADEMY,

Def endant s.

e e N N N N N N N N N N N N

VOLUME |
DEPGOSI TI ON OF ROBERT SKUTCH
Wednesday, March 24, 1999
San Francisco, California
(Partial transcript of proceedings,

Pages 1 to 11, 13 to 95, 108 to 122, 124 to 134)

REPORTER: JOSEPHI NE V. ANGUI ANO, CSR

Certificate No. 11386
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APPEARANCES

FOR THE PLAI NTI FFS:

EPSTEI N, BECKER &anp; GREEN, P.C.
BY: JOHN J. ROSENBERG, ESQ.

75 State Street

Bost on, Massachusetts 02109
(617) 342-4000

FOR THE DEFENDANTS:

LAW OFFI CE OF LAWRENCE E. FABI AN
BY: LAWRENCE E. FABI AN, ESQ

444 NMadi son Avenue, Suite 701
New Yor k, New York 10022

(212) 644-8096

ALSO PRESENT: Carol Forbes, Monty Barber.
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Two- page document Certifi cat

Regi stration of a Claimto Copyright

AB05255A

Letter to Robert Dreesen from Bob

Skut ch 5/ 28/ 96

Two- page document Certificate

Regi stration of a Claimto

Copyri ght A693944

Two- page docunent Certificate

Regi stration of a Claimto

Copyri ght A805255A

Letter to Robert Dreesen from Bob

Skut ch 5/ 28/ 96
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BE | T REMEMBERED t hat, pursuant to Notice
of Taki ng Deposition and on March 24, 1999,
commenci ng at the hour of 1:23 p.m thereof, at
Epstein, Becker and Green, Two Enbarcadero Center
Suite 165, San Francisco, California, before ne,
JOSEPHI NE V. ANGUI ANO, a Certified Shorthand
Reporter in the State of California, there

personal |y appeared

ROBERT SKUTCH

called as a witness, who, being by me first duly
sworn, was thereafter exam ned and testified as

hereinafter set forth.

--000- -

THE CARDOMON GROUP, | NC.
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resi de,
A
Q
A

Q

EXAM NATI ON BY MR. FABI AN

MR, FABIAN:. Q \Were do you presently

M. Skutch?

MI1l Valley, California.
And what's the address?
PO Box 598.

And how | ong have you resided in

MIl Valley?

A. Five years.

Q Do you presently have any position with
the Foundation for |Inner Peace, which I'll refer to
as FI P?

A Yes.

Q What position do you have with then?

A. Vi ce- presi dent and treasurer.

Q And have you held any other position with
Fl P?

A Menber of the board.

Q Ever been in any other officer capacity

ot her than

A
ago, but

Q

vi ce-president and treasurer?
I may have been a secretary a long tine
don't remenber.

Did you have any involvenent in the

i ncorporation of FIP under its fornmer nane?

A

Yes.

THE CARDOMON GROUP, | NC.
(800) 298- 4336
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A

Q

And what invol vement did you have?
| brought in the | awer.

Okay. And do you recall if you signed

any of the incorporation docunents?

A

I think so.

MR, ROSENBERG If you're not sure, you

can say you're not sure. But if you're sure, you

can say you're sure

THE WTNESS: [|'m not sure.

MR. FABIAN: Q And did there come a

time when the nane was changed?

A

©c » O > O >

Yes.

And what was the first nane of the --
Foundati on for Parasensory |nvestigation
Do you recall when the nane was changed?
1976, | think.

And do you know why the nanme was changed?

Hel en Schucman indicated that she felt

that the name change was nore appropriate

Q

And did she indicate what, if any,

probl enms you had with the prior nane?

A

Q
A
Q

That we had?

Yes.

No. We had no probl ens.

No. \What problem did Hel en Schucnman have

THE CARDOMON GROUP, | NC.
(800) 298- 4336
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with the prior name?
A She didn't think the Foundation for
Par asensory | nvestigation was an appropriate nane

under which to publish A Course in Mracles.

Q And what purpose was the Foundation for
Parasensory -- what was the | ast word?

A I nvesti gation.

Q I nvestigation forned?

A To help fund small paranormma

i nvesti gati ons.
Q And were you yourself involved in any
paranornmal activities as an individual?
MR. ROSENBERG. Did he experience thenr
MR, FABIAN: I'll ask it that way.
Q Did you personally experience any
paranormal activities?
A I would have to answer that as asking you
to define &quot; paranormal . &uot ;
Q VWhy don't we turn it around.
Woul d you pl ease define for ne what your
under st andi ng of paranormal is?
A Beyond the nornmal .
Q Using that definition, sir, have you ever
experienced any paranormal activities?
A I would say yes.

THE CARDOMON GROUP, | NC.
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Q And when was the first tine that you
experienced such?
A First tine | believe would have been in
about 1972 or thereabouts.
Q Coul d you tell me what such experience
that was? Describe it for ne.
A I was wal ki ng our dog in the country, and
a cloud appeared over ny head, and the cloud
foll owed me down the road. And | turned around and
came back and the cloud foll owed nme back
| asked Judy to come out of the house,
because | wasn't sure what | was | ooking at, and she
observed what | told her.
And she said, &quot;Go down the hill.&quot;
So | went down the hill, and | cane back,
and the cloud followed ne down the hill and back. |
t hought that was rather paranornal.
Q And did you di scuss with Judy whether
that was a paranornmal experience?
A. No. We just said it was rather unusual

and we didn't know what to make of it.

Q Any ot her paranornmal experiences that you
ever had?
A. I did what sonme people call automatic

writing for a nunmber of years.

THE CARDOMON GROUP, | NC.
(800) 298- 4336
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Q Woul d you expl ain that, please?

A. The way | experienced it, it was going
into a neditative state and |listening and witing
down what | heard.

Q VWhat types of things did you wite as a

result? Literary? Screenplays? O just odd

t hi ngs?

A They were nessages basically.

Q Were those nmessages publi shed anywhere?

A Yes.

Q And where were they published?

A In a book.

Q What book was that?

A Messages from My Higher Self.

Q Is that book still in publication?

A No. It's out of print.

Q Who published it?

A VWho published it? | don't renenber the
name on the book. It could have been -- well, |

don't remenber.

MR, ROSENBERG. |If you don't renmenber,
that's fine.

MR. FABIAN: We would ask for a
production of that, and we'll just add that to our
list.

THE CARDOMON GROUP, | NC.
(800) 298- 4336
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MR. ROSENBERG. | can tell you to go out
and buy it, but apparently you can't.

MS. WHITSON: |'Il sell it to you.

MR. FABI AN: There's a busi nesswoman.
And because it's a limted edition, it will be
really expensive.

MS. WHITSON:. It's ny only copy.

MR. FABI AN:  And you woul dn't copy it
because it's copyrighted.

MR. ROSENBERG.  Absol utely.

(Di scussion off the record.)

MR. FABIAN. Q Oher than these two
par anor mal experiences that you've described, any
others that you can indicate to us that you' ve had?

A No.

MR. ROSENBERG. | do note there are
cl ouds out the w ndow today.

M5. WHI TSON: That's because he's here.

MR. FABIAN: Q Did you ever have any

experiences in the result in taking hallucinogenic

drugs?
A. Yes.
Q What hal | uci nogeni ¢ drugs did you take?

MR, ROSENBERG Can we deemthis

confidential ?

THE CARDOMON GROUP, | NC.
(800) 298- 4336
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MR. FABIAN: If you would Iike us.

MR. ROSENBERG. Confidential, not

attorneys' eyes only.

5 want.
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cover,

MR. FABI AN:  Absol utely. \Whatever you

(Confidential proceedi ngs under separate

page 12, inclusive.)
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MR. FABIAN: Q Now, did there cone a
time when you net Helen Schucman for the first tinme?
There had to be.

Do you recall when that was?
It was 1975.
Do you recall the nonth or day?

Probably June.

©c » O > O >

And do you recall the circunstances under
whi ch you net her? Who el se was present? Wy you
happened to be there?

A. | happened to there because it was ny

house, ny apartnent.

Q And was that in New York City?
A Yes.
Q And how did it happen that Hel en Schucman

was in your house?

A Because Judy had invited her, | assune.

Q If you know, was this before or after
Judy had received a copy of the Course?

A After.

Q When was the first tine you received, if
ever, a copy of the Course?

A Recei ved?

Q Did you receive a copy other than the one
that Judy had received?

13
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A Oh, no.
Q When did Judy first bring the copy of th
Course back to your apartnent, if she did at all?
A. It was May 29.
Q And did you read any part of the Course
after May 29t h?
Yes.
When did you start reading it?
Start reading --

Start.

> o » O >

When did | first look at it and read a
couple lines?

Q Exactly.

e

A When | read a couple lines was within two

weeks of when she brought it hone.

Q Did you ever read the entire Course?
A Ever? Yes.
Q When woul d you, if you can, approxinate

for us when you began to read the Course toward the
end of finishing it?
A Toward the purpose --
Q For the purpose of finishing it.
As a witer you said --
A 1979.
Q Okay. And you may have been here or not

THE CARDOMON GROUP, | NC.
(800) 298- 4336
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when Judy testified that sonetinme in 1975 she went
to California. Are you aware of the fact that she

went to California --

A Yes.

Q -- at least once in 19757

A Yes.

Q And did you go with her to California?
A No.

Q Did you go with her to California the

second time she went in 19757

A No.

Q And do you recall when she went to
California in 19757

A June.

Q Before she left in June, how nmuch of the
Course had you read at that tine?

A Maybe hal f a page.

Q Okay. Did there cone a time when she
returned fromcCalifornia? Ws it in June or July of
1975?

A It was either June or July.

Q Did you begin reading the Course after
she returned?

A. | medi ately after?

Q Well, tell me when you began reading the

15
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Course again after she returned

or parts or

A

Q
A

Q

A

i dea.

the first tinme, do you recal

copy at

Q

Reading it seriously?

Okay. Let's start with seriously.

Probably ' 78.
How about unseriously,

pages?

| wouldn't know. | woul dn't

meani ng sections

have any

When Judy went to California in 1975 for

whet her

honme or took one or nore -- al

copies with her?

A

she left a

of the

The only copy that | know she had she

took with her.

Q

her

part or
A.
Q

at any tinme with respect to her

al

Did you ever have any discussions with

of the Course?

No.

So you don't know if she nade part or

entire copies of the Course?

A

Q

No.

And |'m asking prior to and we'|l

the date when copyright discussions began

your

know edge of Judy's having nmade or

get to

Have you ever witten in any book about

THE CARDOMON GROUP
(800) 298- 4336
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made copi es of the Course?

A. Judy havi ng nade copies?

Q O not having made. Either way.

A Judy' s having nade copies? No.

Q Now, have you ever had -- and peopl e have
used the word &quot;an experience&quot; -- an experience

havi ng read the Course?
MR, ROSENBERG. |If you understand. |
t hi nk you may.
MR, FABIAN. Q You nmay not understand,

and if you don't tell ne.

A Coul d you repeat that?
Q Have you ever had &quot; an experience&quot; --
| put that word in quotes -- after having read part

or all of the Course?

A Mysti cal experience or what?

Q We'll start with that.

A No.

Q Have you had any type of experience at

all after reading part or all of the Course?
MR. ROSENBERG. Cbjection to the form
The question is if you read the Course
and then wal ked into the kitchen and cooked eggs,
suppose you had -- and |'m not being facetious. |
think you nean sone sort of netaphysical or
17
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transformative or sonething.

MR, FABIAN: Q Upon reading any part of
the Course believe that you had a greater
understanding of |ife, man, mankind or anything to

that effect?

A ["mnot sure | can answer that
guestion --

Q That's an answer.

A -- the way you asked it.

Q In terns of the Course itself, did you

ever have any discussions with Helen Schucman in
whi ch Hel en Schucman indicated while you were
present words to the effect that Jesus had dictated
the Course to her?
A No.
Q How many tines did you have conversations
with Hel en Schucman? Many tines? A few?
A Conversations, | would say hardly any.
| was going to say none, but that's
probably not true.
Q After having nmet Hel en Schucrman in your
home for the first time, do you recall what, if
anyt hing, she said to you even if other people were
present during that first neeting?
A No.
18
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Q Do you recall any conversations at all
that you had with Hel en Schucman?

A No. One.

Q And what do you recall of that
conversation?

A. I put ny arm around her once to say |
| oved her or sonething, and she got away and asked
Judy not to let ne do that again.

That's the only conversation | can

remenber .
Q Did you ever have any conversations with
Bill Thetford concerning the source of the words

that are in the Course?
A No.
Q Did you ever have a conversation with
Judy as to the source of the words which are
contai ned within the Course?
A Ever?
MR. ROSENBERG. Cutside of preparing or
with your lawer for litigation.
Is that fair, Larry?
MR. FABI AN: Yes. Absolutely.

THE WTNESS: If it's before, no.

MR FABIAN. Q If it's before you m ght

have had conversations --

THE CARDOMON GROUP, | NC.
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A

No. I had no conversations about the

source of the material that | can renenber

this al
Q
A.

Q

don't want you to tel

meet with any |awyer

started.
Okay. &quot; Thi s&quot ;

Yes. This.

being this litigation?

And by the way, prior to today,

appearance here today?

A.
Q
whet her

anybody's | awyer

t oday?

A

t he Bar,

with M.
A
Q
want to

A

Q

Prior to today?

bef ore

and |

me what was said, did you

in connection with your

Yes. Did you neet with any | awer,

he's your |awer or FIP' s |awer or

Woul d that be you?
MR, ROSENBERG. | hope
yes.

THE W TNESS: Yes.

in connection with your

| am a

menber

MR. FABIAN: Q And when did you neet

Rosenberg for the first tinme?

And tal ked about this?

Relating to this matter. And

hear what you said.

don't

No. This matter, the litigation?

The litigation.

THE CARDOMON GROUP
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woul dn't g

As opposed to the deposition?

MR. ROSENBERG. That's a fair

di stinction.

MR. FABI AN:  Ckay.

VWhen was the first tine you nmet with

Rosenberg relating to this deposition, if ever?

Today is -- Sunday, |ast.

And for how long did you neet?
MR. ROSENBERG Is this relevant?
It's okay, but go ahead.

MR. FABI AN:  Thank you.

THE W TNESS: | did not neet with him

MR. FABIAN: Q That's even better
Who el se was present?

Judy.

Anyone el se?

Yes.

VWo el se was there?

Ji m Bol en.

MR. ROSENBERG Wi t.

MR. FABI AN: | would appreciate if you
ve himthat help. 1t's an insignificant
MR, ROSENBERG. | just don't want the

THE CARDOMON GROUP, | NC.
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record to ever be distorted.

MR, FABIAN: If |I'mtesting soneone's
recol |l ection and he doesn't renenmber, that's not a
distortion. That's just his recollection.

MR. ROSENBERG. But if a witness
testifies in a way | know not to be conpletely
forthright, than |I'munconfortable ever |eaving that
i mpression.

MR. FABI AN: So that you would permt ne
if I thought ny client had forgotten sonething in
future depositions to conplete that for hinP

MR, ROSENBERG. It depends on what it is.

When you say who el se was there with your
lawyer, | was there. And if you --

MR, FABIAN. Ckay. |1'll accept that.

MR, ROSENBERG |If you thought -- as |
have tried to in this deposition to nake sure things
are candi d.

I wasn't doing it in an inproper way. It
makes me unconfortable to know that | was in a
nmeeting -- and this should be on the record -- where
Bob was present and Judy and Ji m Bol en and Whit was
there for part of the tinme. And if the record were
created by a witness under oath that didn't nention
that, | don't know about you, but |'m not

22
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confortable as a | awyer because | know it's not
correct, so | felt an obligation.

MR. FABI AN: | disagree, but | accept
your expl anati on.

MR. ROSENBERG. O f the record for one
second.

(Di scussion off the record.)

MR, FABIAN. Q And for how |l ong were

you present when this nmeeting took place?

A The whol e tine.
Q And how nmany hours? M nutes? Seconds?
A Three hours maybe.

MR, ROSENBERG. Now, you've |limted how

much | can bill.

MR. FABI AN: Of the record for a second.

(Di scussion off the record.)

MR. FABI AN: | would just put on the
record that | did ask counsel off the record if |
were to begin a series of questions concerning what
was said during the nmeeting that's just been
testified to, counsel indicated it m ght be part of
attorney's work product anong other reasons, and
t herefore wouldn't want such testinony to be given.
And subject to ny choice, if | decide to get a
ruling on that, I'Il continue in other areas.

THE CARDOMON GROUP, | NC.
(800) 298- 4336

23



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

MR. ROSENBERG | think it's protected by

the attorney-client privilege as well as work
product.

M. Skutch is a vice-president of FIP,
who's ny client in this litigation.

MR. FABIAN: | would indicate that the
testimony was that M. Bolen was present. | don't
believe that he was or is an officer or director of
trustee of the corporation; and therefore, | believ
that would be a waiver of the attorney-client
privilege, but we'll deal with that |ater

MR, ROSENBERG. And you will find out
that he's a consultant to the foundation for --
you' Il find out he's a consultant and al so the work
product doctrine would enbrace that.

We can argue later, if we need to.

MR. FABI AN: Exactly.

Q Now, as an enpl oyee of the Foundation

how | ong have you been an enpl oyee on a paid basis?

A | believe since 1980.

Q And what is your present salary?
A My present salary, $7,000 a nonth.
Q And for that $7,000 per nonth,

approxi mately how many hours per nonth do you work?

Let's do it on a weekly basis.

THE CARDOMON GROUP, | NC.
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1 Approxi mat el y how many hours per week do

2 you work for the Foundation?

3 A Over 40.

4 Q And where do you do that work fronf?

5 A I have an office in -- below ny hone.

6 Q And when you say &quot; bel ow, &quot; is it in

your
7 hone or a separate --
8 A Well, it's got a separate entrance.
9 Q And do you receive anything above the
10 $7,000 for rent or toward any portion of the
11 expenses for your home?
12 A They pay part of the electric, for the

13 office. That's it.

14 Q Do they pay any expenses for an

15 autonpbile? &quot; They&quot; being the FIP. |'msorry.
16 MR, ROSENBERG.  For you, an autonobile

17 for you.

18 THE W TNESS: The Foundati on owns an

19 autonobile that | use.
20 MR, FABIAN: Q Thank you. That was
21 going to be ny next question.
22 And do you personally pay any portion of
23 those expenses for that autonobile?
24 A No.
25 Q And do you have anot her autonobile that
25
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you use just if you're driving to a restaurant at

ni ght ?
A Yes.
Q And do you receive any other benefits

fromthe Foundati on such as nedical --

A Medi cal .

Q Anyt hing el se?

A We have a retirenment plan.

Q Okay. And what is the age of retirenent

inthis retirement plan?
A There is none.

MR, ROSENBERG  Great pl an.

MR. FABIAN: O f the record.

(Di scussion off the record.)

MR. FABIAN: On the record.

THE W TNESS: There is no set retirenent
plan. The retirenent plan starts paying us at a
certain age.

MR. FABIAN: Q And do you recall what

age that is?

A For me it was, | think, 72.
Q Now, |'m going to show you -- assum ng |
have it. | thought | had it.

Do you recall during the 1970s that there

wer e conversations concerning the obtaining of a
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copyright for A Course in Mracles?

A. Do | recall personally being involved
with then®

Q Okay. 1'Il ask it that way.

A No.

Q Was there ever a tinme in which you

personal |y were requested to submt docunents or
talk with the copyright office about the obtaining

of a copyright?

A Yes.
Q When did that happen for the first tinme?
A 1975, and | can't put a nonth on it

except it had to be sonetine between June and
Sept enber .

Q And do you recall who you had this
conversation wth?

A Judy.

Q And what did Judy say to you?

Judy said that Helen said we should get a

copyright.
Q Did you say anything to Judy?
A | said, &quot;I1'Il get the copyright. &quot;
Q And to your recollection, that was the

extent of your conversation concerning the subject?
A | can't say those were the exact words,

27
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but that was the gist of it, yes.
Q And did you ask Judy in whose nane the
copyright should be obtained?
A Not t hen.
Q If not then, when?
MR. ROSENBERG.  Then when?
THE WTNESS: | don't think | asked her.
MR, FABIAN:. Q So did you ever file on
behal f of anyone an application for a copyright?
A I did.
Q And in whose nane did you knowto file
the application then?
A | was told. | wasn't asked. | was told
that --
MR. ROSENBERG. There's a technical
answer .
MR, FABIAN: | see we're going to do this
the hard way.
MR. ROSENBERG | overprepared the
Wi t ness.
THE WTNESS: No. | went to |aw school.
That she did not want her nanme on the
book and that she wanted it to be anonynous.
MR, FABIAN. Q Now who told you that?
A Judy told ne that.
28
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Q And how | ong after this first
conversation in which Judy asked or told you that
there be a copyright registration did Judy then have
a conversation with you and she said file it in the
name of anonynous?

A. She didn't say file it in the nane of
anonynous.

Q What did she say then?

A She said it should be in the name of
anonynous.
Q What el se did Judy say to you in that

conversation?

A I don't recall anything el se.

Q And ny question previously was, What was
the time fromthe first conversation to the second
concerning the copyright?

A From di scussing it to getting it?

Q No. Fromthe first conversation you had
with Judy that you testified to earlier to the
second one relating to anonynous.

And if you would |i ke, we could read back
the entire testinony to you and we go through this
for the next two weeks.

A Well, we don't want to do that.

I"'mtrying to renmenber now.
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I'd have to guess.

MR, ROSENBERG Don't guess, but do you
have an approxi mati on?

THE WTNESS: | would have to say an
approxi mati on of anywhere froma few days to a week
or ten days. | don't know.

MR. FABIAN. Q Did you have a
conversation with anyone else prior to filing any
docunments with the copyright office concerning the
copyright? Anyone else in the whole worl d?

A No.
Q Did you ever call the copyright office

concerning the copyright?

A Yes.
Q And did you talk to a human bei ng there?
A Yes.
Q So that was sonmeone el se then concerning

the copyright. You just m sunderstood ny question
MR. ROSENBERG. As would | have.
| thought you nmeant sonething |like Ken or

Hel en or Judy.

MR, FABIAN: |I'msorry | wasn't clear
Q So you spoke to soneone at the copyright
of fice?
A Aski ng them &quot; How do | get a copyright

30
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and woul d you send me whatever it

send ne. &quot ;

is you have to

Q Do you recall who you spoke to there?

A No.

Q And do you recall if you said anything
el se to that person at the copyright office?

A | just asked themto send ne the nateria
that | needed and the instructions.

Q And did you ever receive that materia

and instructions?

received the nmateria

the form said pseudonym and it

A | did.

Q And what did you then do when you

A. | made out the form and

and instructions?

noticed that

al so said you have

to give domicile or the nationality of a person if

you' re using a pseudonym

This is difficult for ne to renenber

precisely, but there was something that | saw or

heard from sonebody t hat

if you are using an

anonynous that you've got to put the name of a

person.

have to fill in the rest of the --

You just can't say anonynous,

because you

sayi ng whose

nationality and where they live or whatever it was

or

the birth -- their date of birt
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Q VWhat did you then do?

A. I filled it out that way.

Q And did you just submit it to the
copyright office?

A Yes.

Q Did you receive the copyright back as
regi stered at sone point in the future?

A Yes, | did.

Q Is that the only copyright application
filed in connection with the Course, the first one

that you just described?

A Up to that point?

Q Yes.

A Up to that point, yes.

Q Did you ever file any further copyright

applications?

A | filed one, and | don't know whether it
was approved or whatever when we got the -- it rmnust
have been approved. It was a part of the teacher's
manual

I'"m confused. | have to go back and
| ook.

There was a part of the teacher's manua
that was done after the conpletion of the Course,
and | may have filed that part after the first
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copyri ght.

Q When you say &quot;a part of the teacher's
manual , &quot; that was conpleted after the first filing,
or did | msunderstand you?

A ["m not sure of the tinme.

Q Well, let's go back a step

When you subnitted the copyright
application the first tine, did have to submt a
copy of the Course with that application?

A | don't remenber.

Q Did you at sone point after filing the
copyright application the first tinme hear from
sonmeone that there was another filing that was

necessary with respect to sonme part or all of the

wor kbook?
A No.
Q And how did you determ ne that there had

to be another filing for sone part or all of the
wor kbook?
A It was not the workbook. It was -- it
was the teacher's manual
Q | msspoke. |'msorry.
So let ne ask the question again since
you are being exacting.
After you made the first filing on the
33
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copyright, did you hear from sonme source that it

woul d be necessary to file again in connection with

part or all of the manual ?

A No. | just assunmed that would be
necessary to do.

Q And why did you assume it would be
necessary?

A Because | figured it was commpn sense.

Q Well, what made you determ ne using your

conmon sense that a further filing was necessary for

t he manual ?

A Because there was anot her piece.

Q When you say &quot; anot her piece, &juot ;

sonmet hing that came to your attention that you
weren't aware of prior to your filing the first
time?
A It was done afterwards.
Q It was. And when you say it was done,
was done after the first filing?
MR, ROSENBERG. Filing for the

application?

MR. FABI AN: For the first -- yes.
THE W TNESS: | don't know when it was
done. It cane to ne sonetinme thereafter the first

part was.
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MR. FABIAN. Q  Okay.

And did soneone

give to you a copy of this additional section --
A | don't remenber.
Q But you determined that there had to be

another filing. Did you discuss this with anyone

el se as to whether you really had to do anot her

filing?

A No. | didn't discuss it with soneone

el se whether it had to be done.

| may have

di scussed it, but | didn't discuss whether it had t

be done because nobody knew anynore than | did.

Q And when you filed for the second tine
with respect to this portion of the manual -- is
that it?

A Yes.

Q And did you file that

manual with the copyright office?

portion of the

A | don't remenber.
Q I"m going to show you what's been
previously marked as, | believe, 19 in this

deposi tion.

Excuse ne. Not in this deposition, but

in the course of these depositions.

MR. ROSENBERG. Ri ght

MR. FABIAN: Q Have you ever seen that
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docunent before?
A Yes.
Q And | noticed it bears, in part, your

nane, Robert Skutch; is that correct?

A Yes.

Q What i s &quot; The Li ght house&quot;? What is
docunent ?

A That's the &quot; Newsl etter of the Foundation

for A Course in Mracles. &uot;
Q Have you ever witten anything personally

for &quot; The Lighthouse&quot;?

A No.

Q Have you ever been asked --

A No.

Q -- for &quot; The Lighthouse&quot; ?

A No.

Q Do you know when the first newsletter was

i ssued for the Foundation for A Course in Mracles?

A No.

Q Do you know when for the first tinme, when
speaki ng of the Foundation for A Course in Mracles,
the words &quot; A Course in Mracl es&uot; was put in
guot ati ons?

A No, | don't.

Q Do you recall reading this article prior

36
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to its publication?

A

Q

Vaguel y.

And do you recall prior toits

publication discussing it with anyone?

A
Q
A

Q

Yes.

And who did you discuss it with?

Judy.

And what were the circunstances of your

di scussing this with Judy?

want ed,

privilege if they were stil

MR. ROSENBERG. |'m going to say that

allow this because | think it

there could be an assertion of the marita

whi ch prevents the dissem nation

attorney-client

Spouses.

of that

past

position that you may hereafter

result of any --

and certainly | would, but are you taking the

If you'll agree that it is not a waiver
privilege --
MR. FABI AN. | have agreed to that

testimony that --

but

if you ask a question -- you always worry about

'S gernmane.

much as the

| f

married at that tine,

in

and therefore nove to strike any

MR, ROSENBERG Not to nmove to strike

THE CARDOMON GROUP
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wai ver, ei

t her broad or narrow.

No. |I'mnot going to say later | have

changed nmy nmnd and noving to strike his earlier

testi nmony,

but there nmay ot her circunstances where

beli eve the assertion of the marital

your quest

a nnute.

hi m answer

i ons, would be appropri

ate.

dependi ng on

I want to nmke sure you won't say, &quot

;WA t

You wai ved that privil ege because you | et

t hat questi on. &uot ;

If you agree it's not a waiver --

MR. FABIAN:  That's a fair comrent. |
agr ee.

MR. ROSENBERG. Thank you. The question
is very germane. | didn't want to | ook at

obstruction at least at this poin

t.

MR. FABIAN. Q You've indicated that

you di scussed prior to the publication of this

article, this article with Judy -- what did you say

to her and what did she say to yo

A

Q

A

Q
article --
in there,

u?

| said | did not want Jesus in there.

Okay. Anything el se?

No.

Now, when say -- |ooking at the

when you say that you did not want Jesus

where, in fact, were you referring to when
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you said you didn't want Jesus in there?

exanpl e,

and I'mlooking in the second ful

us. &quot ;

however ,

to Hel en Schucman,

A

Q

Wherever it is.

There's a statenent in here -- for

I'"'m | ooking on the first

The fifth line down it

page whi ch says --

par agr aph.

begi ns &quot ; None of

It says, &quot; None of us was prepared,

for one particular instruction from Jesus

Did you ask that the word &quot; Jesus&quot ;

del eted fromthat?

A

Q
A

| discussed it with Judy.

And why did you ask that --

scri be of the Course. &quot;

Because |'m not confortable with that

term nol ogy without it being described as what Jesus

neans.

Q

Okay. And did you have an understandi ng

what was neant when the word Jesus was used in that

particul ar sentence?

| ove.

A

Q
A

For ne.

What did it nmean to you?

It meant a synbol of eterna

and conpl ete

And were you aware at the tine this
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article was witten in 1992 that statenents had been
made in the past that Jesus had -- words to the
ef fect that Jesus had dictated the words in A Course
in Mracles to Hel en Schucman?

A Yes.

Q And prior to this particular article, had

you ever discussed with Judy what her understanding

was of the term &quot; Jesus&quot; when Jesus was referred

in that context as having dictated the words in the

Course to Hel en Schucman?

A What they neant to her?
Q Yes.
A. No.
Q Same question with respect to
Ken Wapni ck --
A No.
Q -- prior to this article com ng out?
A No.
Q How about with respect to Bill Thetford?
A No.
Q How about with respect to Hel en Schucrman?
A. No.
Q How about with respect to Louis Schucman?
A No.
Q Had you ever discussed with anyone what

40
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their understandi ng was of the word Jesus when it
was used in the context that we have been
di scussing, that Jesus had dictated the words in the
Course to Hel en Schucman prior to this Lighthouse
com ng out?

A No.

Q When was the first tine you ever
di scussed with Judy the difficulty that you had
personally with the use of the word Jesus in the
context of words having been dictated to
Hel en Schucman?

A | couldn't answer that.

Q Was it prior to this conversation you
just testified to?

A | assunme so.

Q Have you ever witten any books
concerning A Course in Mracles or the people who

were involved originally with A Course in Mracles?

A Yes.

Q And whi ch book or books woul d that be?

A Journey Wthout Distance.

Q And in Journey Wthout Distance, sir, did

you ever wite anything in that book with respect to
your understandi ng of what Jesus neant or who Jesus
was when referred to when -- we refer to Jesus

41
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having dictated the Course to Hel en Schucman?

A No.

Q Did you ever nake a deternination that
you should or should not have that discussion in the
book you've just referred to?

A That | should have that determ nation?

Q Did you ever personally make a
determination while witing the book or prior to
witing the book, that you should include a
di scussion of who or what was referred to when Jesus
is referred to fromtine to tinme as havi ng been that
entity or person who dictated the Course to
Hel en Schucman?

A No.

Q Now, if I"mcorrect then, sir, every
ot her reference to Jesus in this particular article,
you woul d have asked in that conversation that it be

del eted because of your personal feelings?

A W t hout goi ng through each one, if they
want that one out, | just said in general

Q And | don't want to spend the tinme to do
t hat .

A Okay.

Q Is there anything else in this particular

article that you asked Judy in that conversation or

42
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any ot her conversation be del eted?
A. I would have to read it over again to
find out. | don't want to take all that time.
MR, ROSENBERG. Read the whol e thing?
MR. FABIAN: Q \Wen was the last tine
prior to today that you read this article?
A long tinme ago.
Okay. Wiy don't you read through it?

The whol e thing?

o > O >

VWhy don't you read through the first
page.
MR, ROSENBERG And the question is at

the tinme did he ask Judy --

MR. FABIAN: I'll ask the question after
he's read it. 1'll think of a new one
MR, ROSENBERG | like the old question.

It would never do anything to help ne though.
THE W TNESS: Ckay.
MR. FABIAN. Q So you've read the front
page?
A Ri ght .
Q And ny question is, At the tine you saw a
draft or this article before it was published as
you' ve testified to earlier, did you have a
conversation with Judy or anyone else as to anything
43
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el se other than the word &quot; Jesus&quot; that you wanted
del eted or changed?

A | don't renenber anything el se.

Q Okay. Do you know who actually wrote

this particular article?

A Do | know?

Q Yes.

A No. | don't know

Q Di d anyone ever indicate to you who

physically wote this article?
A. | never asked anyone.
Q As of this date in tine, sir, do you know

who wrote this article?

A | assume Ken and d ori a.

Q But you didn't wite this article?
A No.

Q Do you know i f Judith Skutch Witson

wote this article?

A | am practically positive she didn't.

Q When it says in the beginning of the |ast
full paragraph on this page, on the |eft-hand side:
&quot ; W were informed that a copyright could not be
granted to a non-physical author such as Jesus ...&quot;

Did you have any conversations with
Ken Wapni ck concerning that fact as it's stated?
44
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1 A No.

2 Q And do you know how Ken Wapni ck m ght

3 have gathered that infornmation that &quot;we, &uot; whoever
4 &quot; we&quot; nmight be, is informed that a copyright could

5 not be granted to a nonphysical author such as

6 Jesus?
7 A No.
8 Q And the sentence conpletes .&quot;.. nor to

9 " Anonynous'. &quot ;

10 A No.

11 Q Do you know how Ken Wapni ck got that
12 information?

13 A It's not right.

14 Q My question first is, Do you know how
15 Ken Wapnick or whoever wwote this got this

16 information?

17 A No.

18 Q When you say &quot;it's not right, &uot; what's
not

19 right about it?

20 A. It's not accurate.
21 Q And how is it not accurate?
22 A You can put down anonynous, just as you

23 can put pseudonym
24 Q When did you learn for the first tine
25 that you can put down anonynous?
45
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A VWen | was filing the original

Q The original copyright?

A Appl i cation.

Q On that original copyright application

did you put you anonymous al one or did you put
anonynous wi th the name Hel en Schucnan?

A Anonynous parenthesis Hel en Schucman,
because that's what they told ne to do.

Q Did you ever learn that you can nerely
put down the word anonynous wi t hout including
Hel en Schucman?

A No.

Q Did you ever file a copyright application

whi ch you used nerely the word &quot; anonynous&quot ;

the nane Hel en Schucman?
A No.

MR. FABI AN: W don't have the origina
copyright application for this, do we?

Let's make a copy of this.

(Recess taken.)

MR. FABIAN: Could we mark this as 24, a
copy of the registration of the claimto copyright.

MR. ROSENBERG. Is that the sanme thing |
just copied?

MR. FABIAN: This is different. What |

46
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want marked is a registration of a claimto
copyri ght A693944.
(Wher eupon, Defendant's
Exhi bit 24 was narked
for identification.)

MR FABIAN. Q | would ask you, sir, if
you woul d | ook at that docunent, that two-page
document .

I'"d like you to turn to page 2 and ask if

that is your signature at the nmiddle of the

docunent ?
A Yes, sir
Q And there's a signature further down the

bottom |Is that also your signature?
A. Yes, it is.
Q I notice on the left-hand side there's,

at the bottom of the second page, is a reference to

&quot ; Free Person Press. &uot; What is Free Person Press?

A Free Person Press was the publisher or
the printer. | guess you call it the printer, that
printed the first set of 100 copies of the Course

t hat were bound.

Q Did Free Person Press have any
relationship to Eleanor Criswell, if you know?
A Yes.
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Q And what was that relationship?
A. | understand that she was a principal
Q Okay. And when you say the first 100

copi es, how do you know that there were a hundred
copi es published or printed the first time?

A I was told that.

Q And who told you that?

A | assune Judy.

Q Now, on the top of this docunment on page

1, there's a reference to Foundation for Parasensory

I nvestigation. Was that the nane of FIP at that
time when you filed this docunent?

A Yes, it was.

Q And do you recall whether it was the
intention of -- and I'Il still use the nanme of

FIP -- FIPto file for a copyright in connection

with the entire Course -- courses we have defined as

texts, teacher's manual and wor kbook?

A Yes.
Q And then in the mddle there's a
reference to a name. |t says &quot; Anonynous

(Hel en Schucman) . &quot ;

A Ri ght .

Q And this is your printing on this entire

docunent except for where it's signed by you?
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A Yes.
Q And prior to your delivering this
docunent to the copyright office, did you have it

revi ewed by anyone?

A | don't believe so.

Q Did you discuss it with El eanor Criswell
at all?

A No.

Q Did you discuss the copyrighting of the

Course with Eleanor Criswell prior to filing this

docunent ?
A No.
Q Did you ever discuss it with El eanor?
A No.
Q Did you ever neet her?
A No.
Q Ever speak with her on the phone?
A. No.
Q Now, you've indicated you do recall

filing a second docunent with the copyright office.

Am | correct?

A | believe so.

Q And do you recall if you filed anything
nore than that second docunent?

A For the Course?
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Q For the Course.

A. The English | anguage version?

Q Engli sh | anguage version. Good thought.
A Yes, | did.

Q And what else did you file beyond this

second filing that you recall?

A | filed in 1992 when we put the nunbers
to the Course, and they said we couldn't -- we
didn't have to file. They sent it back

Q And do you recall if in 1992 you sent
with your application a copy of the Course with the
nunbers on it as you've just described it?

A No. | just described. | believe |I just
descri bed what we were doing.

Q Now, |I'm going to show you --

MR. ROSENBERG. G ve nme one second.
(Counsel confers with client.)
MR. FABI AN:  Maybe we could mark this as
25.
(\Wher eupon, Defendant's
Exhi bit 25 was marked
for identification.)
MR. FABIAN: Q |'m showi ng you now a
docunent marked as 25, which is a registration of a
claimto copyright A805255.
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I'd ask to you review that two-page
docunent, and do you recall ever having seen this
docunent before?

A Yes, | have.
Q And on the back side or second page on
page 8, it says &quot; Send correspondence to

Robert Skutch. &quot ;

Did you fill out the information on this
f or n?
A Yes, | did.
Q And in No. 5 it says, &quot;New natter

ver si on. &quot ;

It says, &quot;Clarification of terns (pages

73 to 88&quot ;).

Does that refresh your recollection as to

what the second filing related to?

A Yes.
Q What was the clarification of terns?
A It was additional material that Hel en had

t aken down.

Q And when you say Hel en had taken it down,

how do you know that Hel en had taken it down?

A. | don't know. | wasn't there, but that's

what | was told.

Q Then who told you that?
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A | suppose Judy.

Q Okay. But do you know?

A I would assune Judy because nobody el se
tal ked to me.

MR. FABIAN: A tear cane to ny eye

MR, ROSENBERG.  Poor Bob, or maybe not as
the case may be.

Of record.

(Di scussion off the record.)

MR. FABIAN: Q Now, | note on this
form which is 25, that there's a reference under
&quot ; Aut hor &quot; to the name &quot; Anonynous. &juot ;

How is it that you wrote Anonynobus on
this formrather than Anonynous (Hel en Schucman) as
you had on the prior fornf

A | can't answer that because | don't know.

MR, ROSENBERG. Coul d you hold on one

second?

(Counsel confers with client.)

MR. FABIAN: Q Counsel has pointed out
to you -- and that was going to be ny next question.

Next to the word Anonynous, if you | ook
cl osely, sonething that may have been whited out.
It may just have been on the formthat you had
there, but do you know why there's a space between
52
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all of the dots that makes up the |line?

A No.

Q Do you recall whether the nane
Hel en Schucman was actually there at sonme point and
it was whited out or renopved?

A. It was al npost a quarter of a century ago.
| couldn't do that.

MR. ROSENBERG. Of the record a second.

(Di scussion off the record.)

MR. FABI AN: The docunent we're | ooking
at does contain the Bates stanp of Plaintiff's
counsel, and so it was produced to us.

MR. ROSENBERG. Off the record.

(Di scussion off the record.)

MR FABIAN. Q Now, M. Skutch, in any
of your discussions with the copyright office ever,
did you ever request of anyone whether a copyri ght
application on behalf of A Course in Mracles or any
part of it could be filed in the name of Jesus?

A No.

Q And prior to 1992, did you ever have any
comuni cation with anyone with respect to the issue
of whether a copyright application could be filed in
t he nane of Jesus?

A No.
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Q Have you ever witten any article or put
anything in witing prior to today to the effect
that -- strike that.

Now, M. Skutch, we have --

MR. ROSENBERG. | have pl aced before the
wi tness Exhibit 22 to assist my coll eague
M. Fabi an.

MR, FABIAN: If | mght see it for a
nonent. Since it's a different version, | have to
find the page here.

Q In connection with this book, Journey
Wt hout Distance, has there been nore than one

printing of this book?

A Yes.

Q And do you recall when the first printing
was?

A 1984. | think it's in the front.

MR. FABIAN. O f the record.

(Recess taken.)

MR, FABIAN: Q Now, you've indicated
that, and the book indicates, a first printing in
May 1984 just as you indicated.

Have there been any changes in the text
of this particular book, Journey Wthout Distance,
since the first tine it was published?
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A Yes.
Q Are you able to tell ne, as we sit here,

what those changes are?

A | can tell you where they are. | can't
tell you word for word. | could tell you the
essence.

Q Pl ease tell nme the essence.

A. Page 110.

Q And this would be the nost recent vol une,

am| correct, when you're saying --
A. The pages haven't changed.
Q Okay. Yes. And what, in essence, is the
change there?
A The change is --
MR, FABIAN. |'m showi ng the witness 110.
MR. ROSENBERG. O Exhibit 22.
THE W TNESS: Third paragraph
MR. FABIAN: Q \What it was and what was

it changed to?

A. The third sentence starts: &quot;Jinms copy

started to be reproduced. And those copies were
then copied. And before long there were over a
hundred people in the San Francisco area in
possessi on of A Course in Mracles. &uot;
Q That's the way it now reads?
55

THE CARDOMON GROUP, | NC.
(800) 298- 4336



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

A No. That's the way it did read.

MR, ROSENBERG Let ne clarify. That's
the way it reads in Exhibit 22, what he read.

MR. FABI AN: So maybe we shoul d go back
one step.

Q I's Exhibit 22 the presently published
version of the book that we're referring to?

A No.

Q What you're reading now, sir, is that the
way it was witten up until the presently published
version fromthe first tine it was published in
19847

A Yes.

Q And could you read to us then, so it's

now clear, the way it was formally witten?

A Read it again?
Q So now we' Il know on the record.
A &quot ; Jim s copy started to be reproduced.

And t hose copies were then copied. And before |ong
there were over a hundred people in the
San Francisco area in possession of A Course in
M racl es. &quot ;

Q And has there been a change in the npst
recent edition of that particular | anguage?

A Yes.
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Q And woul d that al so appear on page 110 of

t he new - -
A Yes.
Q -- edition?
And do we have that here at all, the new
edition?
A | don't know.
MR, FABI AN: | would ask at sone point we

get the new edition
Well, he's an officer of the Foundation.
THE WTNESS: | have a copy.
MR, FABIAN:. Q Is that particular book

publ i shed by the Foundation today?

A Yes.
Q As best you can recall, since you don't
have it in front of you -- or do you have it

menorized as to --

A No, | don't.
Q As best you can recall, what does it say
now?
A It says now -- this is not -- this was
not a practical -- let ne see what it says.
Despite this -- I'"mtalking to nyself.
Q Woul d you just say out |oud when you get

toit, what you think. And we're not holding you to
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t he exact words.
MR, ROSENBERG What it says.
THE WTNESS: In essence it says that a

creative solution was found to overcone these

obst acl es.
MR FABIAN. Q Period. That's it?
A Basical ly.
Q So if | could just look at this for a
nonent. |'m | ooking at page 110, third paragraph.

Am | correct then that the entire
sentence, &quot;and before |long there were over a hundred
people in the San Francisco area in possession of

A Course in Mracl es&quot; was del eted?

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

A Yes.

Q And was some sentence or sentences put in
to replace that?

A The essence of which | just gave you.

Q Gve it to nme once nore.

A A creative solution was reached that
woul d overconme this problem

Q And | guess ny first question is, What do
you know was that creative solution?

A It foll ows.

Q So then it follows just fromthere. |
see.
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Now, what were the circunstances under
which a determ nation was nade to replace that
sentence that you just read?

A We di scovered -- | discovered that there
wer e people who m sunderstood it.

Q And how did you discover this fact?

A We had litigation.

Q And who did you have this litigation
with?

A Your clients.

Q So it was after this litigation began
that you nade the determ nation, for whatever
reason, that that sentence should be del eted and
repl aced?

A. I don't know when litigation itself is

considered to be started, but it was around the tine

of that.
Q Well, I'"'mtrying to ask for your best

recol l ection. Do you know when the |itigation was

started?
A No.
Q Were you present at any tinme when there

wer e di scussions on behal f of the Foundation that
litigation should be considered against --
A | was there for all this. | just can't
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tell you off the top of ny head what the date was.
That's all.

Q And in what way did you think that that
sentence, as it exists in this version, was
m sunder st ood?

A. It was m sunderstood by, No. 1,
believe, an attorney that we had for the Foundation
requesting ne --

MR, ROSENBERG | don't want you to say
what your attorney said, your prior attorney. That
woul d be attorney-client privilege. But you can say
in your mnd or your understandi ng what needed to be
changed or what was m sunder st ood.

MR. FABIAN: Q Well, other than an
attorney, did anyone speak to you to indicate that
there m ght have been sone m sunderstandi ng about

the particular sentence that you indicated that was

del et ed?
A | believe the attorney.
Q Ot her than an attorney.
A Di d anybody after that?
Q Before or after. Did anyone other than

an attorney, before or after you may have had a

conversation with an attorney, indicate to you that

there had been sone ni sunderstanding created by that
60
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sentence that now has been del et ed?

A. After the attorney brought it up, Judy

mentioned it or we discussed it.
Q And when you say you d
Judy, was it at any type of fornal
board or the executive comittee?
A No.
Q And what did Judy say t
A She said, &quot; That's
happened. &quot ;
Q Is that the first tinme
indicated to you that that's, quot

happened&quot ; ?

Sur e.
scussed it with

nmeeting of the

0 you?

not the way it

that Judy ever

e, &quot;not the way it

A. The first that | remenber.

Q Now, do you recall how

wrote that sentence in the book --

MR, ROSENBERG The one that appears in

227

MR. FABIAN: Q The one that

it is that you

22 that was published in the beginning of 1984.

A I was trying to give a

had happened in San Franci sco.

was trying to give a feeling of a lot of excitenment

and ent husiasm from a group of people who had been

feeling of what

was not there.

exposed to the ideas of the Course.
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Q In witing this book, who did you
in gathering information to wite this book?
A | spoke to Bill Thetford, | spoke
Ken Wapni ck, | spoke to Judy, and | spoke to

Jerry Janpol sky.

Q And do you know whet her any one of those

talk to

to

i ndividuals read the sumdraft of this book prior to

its being published?

A. I know -- | know pretty surely that --

that -- | know absolutely that Bill Thetford
his part. Ken Wapnick read his part.

When | say &quot; part &quot; you'l

di vided into chapters.
Bill's part is one part, and Ken's

background and part is another and so on.

Q Anybody el se's part in here?

A Judy' s.

Q Do you know whet her Judy read her

A. Judy did read her part.

Q And anybody el se?

A Jerry Janpol sky.

Q Is there a Janpol sky part in here?
A At the end.

Q Coul d you look at this, and I rea

we're not | ooking at the final version. And by the
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1 way, so we don't forget, are there any other changes
2 fromthis version to the presently published

3 version?

4 A Yes.

5 Q So why don't we deal with that first.
6 What are the other changes?

7 A That's one ot her change on page 111
8 It's a little darker.

9 Q So you're |l ooking on page 111 to a

10 sentence that says, &quot; To accommpdate them all
....&quot;

11 Let ne read it in.

12 &quot ; To accommopdate them all Judy arranged to
13 rent a public neeting roomin the residential hote

14 where Helen was going to stay. &uot;

15 And has that sentence been del eted or

16 changed in sone way?

17 A Excuse me. | made a nistake. That's not

18 the one that was changed.

19 Q Ckay. No problem

20 A The one. That was changed.

21 Q Why don't you read it to us then.

22 A &quot ; From t he very begi nning of that first

23 neeting, it was clear that the people who had xerox
24 copies of the Course were extrenely serious about
25 working with and discussing the material . &uot ;
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Q And am | correct, sir, that in the nost
recent publication or version of this book that
sentence has been deleted in its entirety?

A It's been replaced.

Q And what, since we don't have it in front
of us again, to the best of your recollection has it
been replaced it?

A Basically it was -- it was clear that the
peopl e who had shown an interest in the Course
rat her than who had xerox copi es.

Q Now, these pages that you've read to us
on page 110 and 111, whose section was this?

A | don't know. | have to look if it's
anybody's section. | don't know.

(Di scussion off the record.)

THE W TNESS: This chapter.

It goes from93 to 112. And | say from
93 -- on and off what | call sections are Judy's
from93 to 106 and a half is Judy's. And after
that, it's really nobody's.

MR, FABIAN: Q Now, when you say
&quot ; nobody' s&quot ; - -

A | mean it's mine.

Q Now, let's take the section you referred
to as Judy's. Wiy do you refer to it as Judy's?
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1 A That's the part that she gave ne

2 verbatim

3 Q And let nme |look at that for a nonent, if

4 you woul d, because | have raised that with Judy when
5 we were discussing this.

6 I"m | ooking, for exanple, on page 104.

7 And | notice that's in italics.

8 A That's verbatimstuff. It's just like

9 Bill's back here. Al that stuff is verbatim The
10 stuff initalics is verbatim

11 Q When you say &quot; verbatim &uot; was there a
t ape

12 or sonething that was taken so that you're able to

13 obtain this verbatinf

14 A I had a tape of Bill Thetford's. |
15 believe | had a tape of Ken Wapnick's. | don't know
16 whether | had a tape of Judy's or not. | could

17 have, or she night have just been there when | did
18 it, and | may have typed it. | can't renenber. It

19 was a long tinme ago.

20 Q Now, do you still have those tapes?

21 A No.

22 Q Were copies of those tapes ever made?

23 A No.

24 Q Had you ever prior to this witten a -- |

25 would assune this is a nonfiction book, sir?
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fictional

Q

This is a nonfiction book, yes.

Al t hough part of it seens to be

That's what we all think.

Had you prior to this publication of this

book ever witten a nonfiction book?

A

Q

t hat ?

' 75.
Q
with witi
A
Q

t hat book?

> o > O >

Q
the first

A

Q

| wote Messages to My Higher Self.

And during what period did you wite

The period that | wote it was '72 to

Did you do any research in connection

ng that book?

No.

And did you take any notes when you wote

Not es?

Yes. Did you wite anything down?

| wote everything down.

And did you keep those notes?

No. The notes were the book.

So did you wite the book by typing --
book -- by typing? Handwiting?

I wote the book by handwriting.

And when you wote Journey W thout
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Di stance, did you wite that by handwriting or

typi ng?
A Typi ng.
Q How long did it take you to wite Journey

W t hout Di stance?

A Well, | wote it in 1980, so it could
have taken a year.

Q Do you renenber approxi mately when you
started witing it?

A No.

Q Did you do any research prior to witing

this book, Journey Wthout Distance?

A No.
Q When you took and obtai ned an audi ot ape
fromBill Thetford, did you consider that research

into witing the book?

A That's what | used.

Q And then you at some point in tinme -- did
you lose it or did you purposefully get rid of that
particular tape? And | don't nean for any bad
reason.

A I've noved three tinmes since then, and
lots of things have gone. So it could have gone
anywhere, plus the fact that | don't save things.

Q Approxi mately what year did Bill Thetford
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agree to talk to you in sone version that you could

get information for this book?

A 1980.

Q And would you tell ne which section is
the Bill Thetford section or sections?

A. Chapter 1

Q And so if | read the italicized sections

here, am | correct then that this would be
i nformati on at sone point that was on a tape that
you took down word for word?

A Yes.

Q Did you ask M. Thetford questions and h
gave answers, or did M. Thetford just nake a
statement or statenents?

A | can't renmenber that.

Q Is any ot her section other than the one
you just referred to M. Thetford' s?

A I'd have to | ook

I don't think so.

Q You' ve indicated that a portion of one
chapter was, for the sake of expedience, the Judy
section. WAs there any other section that was the
Judy section?

A VWhatever is italicized.

Q | understand, but | would like to know
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what section you consider the Judy section.

MR, ROSENBERG. He night have to | ook
t hrough every single page. | hope that you don't
want himto do that exercise now.

MR. FABIAN: | don't think it will take
t hat | ong.

THE WTNESS: | believe that starting on
page 94 and with sone interm ssions it goes to 106
and a quarter. That would be what | call the Judy
section.

MR, FABIAN: Q And when Judy either
dictated to you while you were typing or talked into
this tape, was she aware that this information m ght
be used in a book?

A. Ch, yeah.
Q And | would ask the sanme question with

respect to M. Thetford.

A Yes.
Q Finally |1 ask that question with
M . Wapni ck.
A Yes.
Q Was FI P al ways the publisher of this

parti cul ar book?
A Not on the cover.
Q I'"'mnot quite sure what that neans.
69
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A Look at the other one you've got there,

the spine -- the spine. It says &quot; Cel estial Arts&quot;
it.

Q So soneone ot her --

A The nanmed publi sher.

Q And did Celestial Arts obtain the

publi shing rights pursuant to any written agreenent
that you had with thenr

A We had -- | think we had an agreenent
that was written, but | can't swear to it.

Q Did they pay you royalties pursuant to

t hat agreenent?

A. Me?

Q Yes.

A No.

Q Did Celestial Arts pay royalties to

anyone in connection with that book?
A They paid something. It was called
sonet hi ng el se.
They were distributing it, so it was a

di stribution.

Q Did they pay noney to anybody?
A They pai d nmoney to the Foundati on.
Q So did you personally receive any incone,

whet her through Celestial Arts or anyone el se, for
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t he publication for Journey Wthout Distance?

A No.

Q And at the present tine, do you have a
written agreement with FIP concerning their
publi shing this book?

A No.

Q And do you receive any incone yourself

fromthe publication, distribution or otherw se of

this book?
A No.
Q Has anyone ever requested to obtain the

rights of this book for purposes of producing a
notion picture or a television progranf

A There may have been sonebody in the past.
I couldn't tell you who.

Q Did you in the past ever wite a notion

picture or television script?

A O this?

Q No. O anything?

A Yes.

Q You are aware then that people purchase

rights to produce notion pictures or television?
A Yes.
Q Are you aware of anyone who's requested
of the Foundation or any of the officers or
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directors of the Foundation to obtain the rights to
produce a notion picture or teleplay from A Course
in Mracl es?

A I don't know if they requested rights or
not. Somebody is working on something, but they're
not getting any cooperation particularly.

Q | see. 1s there any correspondence
bet ween the Foundation and that group or person with

respect to the production of the notion picture or

tel eplay?
A Not with me.
Q Anyone el se at the Foundation?
A | don't know
Q Has it ever come up at any board neeting

or executive committee neeting?

A | don't think so.

Q Any ot her changes that you're aware of
other than the two you' ve indicated fromthe version
we have marked as 22 to the present version that we
don't have in front of us?

A Only the taking off of the Celestia
Arts' nane.

Q And there canme a point in time then when
Cel estial Arts no |onger had any publishing rights.
Am | correct?
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A No nore distribution.
Q Distribution. 1'msorry.

And do you recall when that was?

A ' 96.
Q | note that there's a nice introduction
of this book froman individual. Do you recall what

his name is?
A WIllis Harman.
Q Can you give me a brief background on who

WIllis Harman is?

A Was.
Q Was. You're quite correct.
A W Illis Harman was a professor at

Stanford. He was the president of the Institute of

Noeti c Sciences and was a futurist.

Q And when was the first tine that you net
hi n?

A 1978.

Q And what were the circunstances of that
neeting?

A He cane to our house with Judy -- cane to

our house with Judy.
Q | heard that.
And did you have any discussions with him
at that tinme between yourself and himor that you
73
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recal | about any subject?
A. Just casual
Q Am | correct then that M. Harman was an

acquai ntance of Judy's as opposed to yours

initially?
A That's correct.
Q And did Judy work with himin any

capacity that you know of ?

A Judy was a nmenber of the board of
Institute of Noetic Sciences.

Q What was the purpose of that particul ar

institute, as best you recall?

A To study noetics.

Q And what is noetics?

A. It's the study of consciousness.

Q And in connection with that, what role

did Judy have, if any?

A She was on the board.

Q Is she still on the board, as best you
know?

A | don't believe so.

Q Do you know why she left the board?

A She got tired.

Q How did it happen that you actually w ot

this particular book, Journey Wthout Distance?
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some poi nt
A
Q
under what

A

Is it just sonmething you conceived of at
intinme?

W llis suggested that | do it.

That same M. Harman. And do you recal
ci rcunst ances that happened?

Yeah. He was tal king to Judy about the

need for the story to be told by sonebody who was

close to it

rather than waiting for sonmebody who

wasn't close to it to wite it because he said

eventual |y

sonmebody will wite it.

And he said, &quot;Bob should wite it because

he's a witer. &quot;

Q

toward the

A

book, so |

Q

forward M.

And did M. Harman contri bute any noney
publication for the witing of the book?
No.

How did it happen that he wote the

| asked him
And do you recall when you asked hinf
Probably in the end of the witing of the
could give himthe book to read.
Do you know if prior to witing the
Har man had read the Course?
| don't know if he read the whole Course.
Did you ever have any discussions with
75
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hi m about the Course and the readi ng of the Course?

A. Not the reading of the Course. Sone of
the i deas perhaps.

Q And do you recall the first tinme you had
such discussions with hinf

A Had to be in 1978.

Q Do you know whet her he had read the
Course prior to 19787

A | don't know.

Q Prior to the forward being included in
the book, did you review the forward? You

personal | y?

A Did | read it?

Q Yes. Prior to its being included.

A Yes.

Q Did you suggest any changes?

A No.

Q Is the forward in here in the formthat

M. Harman first delivered it to you for review?

A. The witten words, yes.

Q And had there been any changes in the
various publication versions of this?

A No.

Q Now, | ooking at Exhibit 24, which
believe is the first copyright docunment we have in
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front of us. | note that the copyright is in the
name of Anonynous (Hel en Schucman) or the other way
around.

Did there come a time when Hel en Schucman
transferred in sone formthat copyright?

A Yes.

Q Were you present when she transferred
t hat ?

MR. ROSENBERG. Can | make an objection,
by the way?

When you said the nane of the copyright,
it's the nane of the author, which is quite
di fferent.

MR. FABI AN: Yes. You are quite correct.

MR, ROSENBERG. The copyright claimnt is
t he Foundation for Parasensory Investigation.

Just proving that | listen, absorb and
occasional ly react.

MR. FABI AN: And constantly surprise me.

MR, ROSENBERG. In all respects

MR. FABIAN: | do stand corrected.
Counsel is right.

Q Did there come a tine when the Foundation
for Parasensory |lnvestigation obtained the copyright
in A Course in Mracles prior to its being

77

THE CARDOMON GROUP, | NC.
(800) 298- 4336



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

regi stered?

A Yes.

Q And were you present when the Foundati on
received the copyright in any formprior to
regi stration?

A. I do not believe | was present.

Q Did you ever have a conversation prior to
1990 with anyone in which the circunstances by which
t he copyright was transferred from Hel en Schucman to
t he Foundati on?

A Not that | remenber.

Q At the time you were requested to file
for the copyright, were you told in whose nane the
copyright should be regi stered as opposed to who the
aut hor was?

A Yes.

Q And who told you that?

A Judy.

Q And at that time did you ask her -- did
you question her as to why it would be in the
Foundati on's nane as opposed to Hel en's nane?

A No.

Q At the tinme this application was filed,
the first, what was the stage of your natrinonial
situation between yourself and Judy?
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Let me ask this way: Were you stil

married?
A Yes.
Q And had there been any divorce

proceedi ngs or di scussions between you?

A No.

Q Do you recall when the divorce
di scussi ons began for the first tine?

A 1980.

Q Do you recall when the Foundation for
Par asensory | nvestigation name was changed to
Foundation for Inner Peace?

A 1976.

Q And did you sign any docunents in
connection with that nanme change, as far as you
know?

A | don't rememnber

MR. FABI AN: Let's break for five
m nut es.
(Recess taken.)

MR. ROSENBERG. M. Fabian and | have

been di scussing scheduling matters, and M. Fabian

wi || endeavor, pun slightly intended, to finish
Robert Skutch today.
Tomorrow norning at 10: 00 o' cl ock
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M. JimBolen will be deposed, which I think in
hopes, will be finished by 1:00 o'clock, but we'l
see how that goes.

At the end of M. Bolen's deposition,
assumng tinme remains, Judy's deposition will
resune. We predict that will be on the afternoon
sessi on.

The Endeavor fol ks, M. Fabian and
M. Barber and I will have committed, as said
earlier, to produce M. Anderson for deposition in
Boston or New York, as | prefer, and M. Poppe in
Boston or New York, as | prefer

| said that New York probably will be

acceptable if that's npost convenient. |'m not going
to stand on that kind of cerenpny. | don't want to
i nconveni ence anyone in that regard. And we'll try

do those depositions in a period of days that are
consecutive assum ng M. Poppe and M. Anderson --
so that Ms. Forbes and M. Barber don't have to cone
out on two separate occasions.

Perhaps at too great of l|length, but at
| east accurately stated, Larry.

MR. FABIAN: | think that does. | would
only add that as normal there are a nunber of
docunents which either have not been produced for
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one reason or another, and if, unfortunately, they
result in our need to ask further questions of

M. Skutch or Judy, as we have called her for the
deposition, we will try to do it in any way possible
so that we m ght not have to spend a lot of tinme in
San Franci sco, whether it be by phone or they have
ability to conme to New York when they're in New
York, we'll work on it.

MR. ROSENBERG. Well, it's been a pretty
cooperative approach toward di scovery, and |'m sure
we'l|l continue that.

MS. WHITSON. Aren't you allowed to call
hi m &quot ; Bob&quot ; ?

MR. FABI AN:  You know, we never got into
it, sol just started to call him M. Skutch. We'lI
finish the deposition as M. Skutch.

THE W TNESS: Showi ng respect for age.

MR. ROSENBERG. That's the first tine
he's been rendered speechless in three days. No
response.

MR, FABIAN.: Q Now, did you play any
role personally in the transfer of the copyright, be
it common |aw or registered copyright, from
Hel en Schucman to FI P?

MR. ROSENBERG. Cther than what's he's
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testified about registering the copyright?
MR, FABIAN:. Q Oher than registering
the copyright.
A No.
Q Did there come a tine when there were
di scussi ons about whether Hel en Schucman or anyone
el se should receive royalties or any type of

remuneration with respect to A Course in Mracles?

A That | was involved with?
Q That you were personally involved wth.
A | don't believe so. | don't believe that

I was involved with those di scussions.
Q Do you know who was involved, if anyone,

with those discussions?

A. Judy.

Q And how do you know Judy was invol ved?

A Sonmebody had to be involved. She's the
only one.

Q "' m asking do you personally know that

Judy was involved in those discussions?
A | wasn't there, but she told ne.
Q So that's what |'m asking.
What did Judy say to you concerning those
di scussi ons?
A She said, in general, that royalties to
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Helen, and if Helen died to Louie -- was sonething
she wanted to be sure, to take care of Helen, that
Hel en and Loui e woul d be taken care of.

Q And was anyone el se present when Judy had
this conversation or conversations with you relating
to this subject?

A | don't think so.

Q And do you know whet her Judy had written
anything to Hel en Schucman or Louie Schucman
concerning royalties or renuneration to themfor

A Course in Mracles?

A Prior to that?

Q Prior to that discussion

A I wouldn't know.

Q Did she ever indicate to you that she had
written -- that Judy had witten to the Schucmans

concerning any type of nobnetary arrangenent?

A | wouldn't renenber that.

Q Did you ever discuss with Louis Schucman
anything to do with any nonetary arrangenments with
respect to the Course?

A. Arrangenent, no.

Q Did you ever have any conversation with
Loui e Schucman?

A Yes. Once or tw ce.
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Q And when did you have those
conversati ons?
A | assune when he cane out to California,

and | nust have said a few words to him

Q Did you ever neet Louis Schucman in
New Yor k?
A | don't -- | really don't know.
Q Did you live in New York prior to living

in California?
A Yes.
Q And for what period of tine did you live
in New York?
A From 1925 until 1949 with tine out for
the Arny.
From 19 -- New York City?
New York City.
And from 1963 to 1978.
And in 1978 did you nove to California?

Yes.

o > O > O

Have you been in California as a resident
since that time?

A Yes.

Q Until you moved to California, were you
ever out on a social occasion with yourself and Judy
and just the Schucmans?
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A No.

Q Were you ever out on a social occasion in
a group in which the Schucmans and the Skutches were
there while you were in New York?

A No.

Q Now, do you recall whether -- strike
t hat .

Did Judy indicate to you at any tine what
the nonetary arrangenent, if any, was going to be
wi th Hel en and Loui s Schucman?

A Yes.

Q And what did she say to you?

A I don't know. | don't know exactly what
she said to nme, but it was -- in the beginning, it
was one thing, and I'd have to go back and | ook at
whatever it was that we had agreed to because |
don't remenber.

And after she died, Helen died, it was
sonmet hi ng el se, because at that point the sales of
the book were increasing so there was nobre resources
for distribution to Louie to help him

Q Do you recall whether -- and I won't call
it the agreenment -- the understanding with Helen
and/or Louis to pay them any nonies was confirmnmed by
any witing?
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A There was some writing.

Q And do you know whet her you were a
signatory or whether it was Judy?

A | wote a letter once confirmng the
whol e thing just to thank her, actually to thank
her -- to thank her for -- maybe to thank her for
the copyright. Maybe that's what it was.

As far as the royalties are concerned,
I'd have to pass. | can't renenber that.

Q Prior to com ng here for this deposition

today, had you ever been deposed before in any other

| egal proceedi ng?

A Yes.
Q And what proceedi ng was that?
A. It was a proceeding in Chio where | was

the general partner of an oil and gas limted

partnership, and we had a conpl ai nt agai nst the

operator.

Q And how | ong ago was that?

A. At |least 15 years.

Q Any other matters in which you' ve been a
deponent ?

A No.

Q Ever been a plaintiff other than as an
of ficer?
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MR. ROSENBERG Did you like it, by the
way? Was it good?

THE WTNESS: Oh, it was great.

MR. FABIAN: Q Ever been personally a

plaintiff in a litigation agai nst anyone?

A No.

Q Ever personally been a defendant in a
litigation?

A. No.

MR. ROSENBERG. W excl ude whatever
di vorce proceedi ngs.
It was nothing like that?
MR. FABIAN: O f the record.
(Di scussion off the record.)
MR. FABI AN: Back on the record.
Q Now, you've been the treasurer of FIP
si nce when?

A Si nce the beginning of its creation.

Q And as the treasurer, are you a signatory

to the checking account?

A Yes.

Q I s anyone el se the signatory?

A Yes.

Q And let's go back to the beginning.

Was anyone el se a signatory besides
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yourself from the beginning?

A Yes.

Q And who el se?

A Judy.

Q Now, during the course of your signatory
period, be it joint or otherwi se -- and by the way,

during this period, you had the right to sign checks

singularly or did there have to be a --

A Singly.
Q And does Judy have the right --
A. Si ngly.

MR. ROSENBERG. Wit for the court
reporter.
MR. FABIAN. Q Anyone el se have

signature parallel checks for FIP during its

hi story?
A No.
Q M. Wapni ck?
A No.
Q Let's say since 1975, have you witten

any checks to Hel en Schucnman, which you signed them
in which where royalties or other renuneration with
respect to A Course in Mracl es?
A. Pr obabl y.
Q Do you specifically recall witing any
88
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checks?
MR. ROSENBERG. To Hel en?
MR FABIAN. Q To Hel en.
A Specifically recall, no, but |I'msure

that | did because we send her noney.

Q And do you recall whether any noney was
sent to Louis Schucnman after Hel en Schucnan's death

A Yes.

Q Are you able to approxi mate for us today

how rmuch noney was paid to Hel en and how nuch to

Loui s?

A | can give you Louis pretty well

Okay. Gve ne Louis.

A Loui s has received since 1985 -- that's
the best can | do -- approxi mately $45,000 a year

Q A year?

A A year.

Q I"msorry. | didn't hear

MR. ROSENBERG.  Your voice dropped off.
MR. FABIAN: Q And do you know on what
basis he's paid? |Is it a certain percentage of the
retail sales or the whol esal e?
A It was originally an agreement that we
woul d pay ten percent of the net sales.
At a certain time, in the late '80s or
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early '90s, maybe the m ddl e of ' 80s.

sure. The sales of the book increased

am not

significantly, and ten percent of the net sal es was

quite a larger anount than Louie said he needed.

So

we restructured what we were going to pay him and

that's where we got the $45,000 figure.

Q So is it a flat $45,6000 today as opposed

to any percentage?

A There's sonet hi ng about

i f sonething

drops to sonething, there would be a floor -

Q Now, when you say &quot;there's sonething, &juot;

that something in witing?

A | believe so.

Q And when did that witing take place, as
best you can recall, as to this $45, 000 nunber?

A | don't renenber. It was certainly after
1985.

Q Have you seen that writing?

A. Not recently.

Q But ever?

A Yes.

Q Were you a signatory to that writing?

A | probably was.

Q Ot her than Louis Schucman and

Hel en Schucrman, does anyone el se receive any
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renmuneration in connection with the sale of A Course

in Mracles? And I'mnot referring to the

distributor. | nmean any individuals.

A

producti on

Q
since 1975
connection

A

Q

A

Q
talk in whi

A

> © » O » O

No.
MR. FABIAN:. Q W would ask for a

of that agreenent.

That's a note to ny assistant over there.

M. Skutch, have you ever been requested
to speak at a public gathering in
with or about A Course in Mracles?

| have never been requested.

Have you without request done so?
Tal k about A Course in Mracles, no.
Have you ever given a public speech or
ch you nmade reference to the Course?
Yes.

And how often have you done that?

Twi ce.

And where was it?

Maybe three tines.

Just tell us where that was.

One was at Bodhi Tree Book Store in Los

Angeles, and it was related to ny book, Journey

Wt hout Di stance.

And anot her place was called the Barn
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Yard in Carmel, which also had to do with nmy book

Q Where there questions and answers during
t hose coupl e of occasions?

A Yes.

Q And during the question-and-answer
period, were there any questions concerning the
aut horshi p of the Course?

A | don't recall. | don't remenber

Q Have you ever been asked publicly or
privately of questions concerning the authorship of
the Course? And | don't nmean with respect to the

copyright office.

A Publicly?

Q Publicly or private.

A. Publicly, no. Privately, | don't know.
Q I"'msorry. You weren't finished?

A Privately --

MR. ROSENBERG. Cutside of the
[itigation.

THE W TNESS: No.

MR, FABIAN:. Q During any of the board
or executive conmttee neetings that you've attended
over the course of the years, have there been
di scussi ons of whether Jesus is the author of the
Course and what the position of FIP is with respect
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to that issue?

A No.

Q Is there anything in the m nutes that you
recall of any neeting that relate to that issue?

A No.

Q Have you ever indicated to any third
party, whether orally or in witing, that anything

in A Course in Mracles is untrue?

A Untrue?

Q Yes.

A No.

Q Do you personally believe anything in A

Course in Mracles is untrue?

A Not that | can think of.

Q As | understand it, the royalties or
what ever the nonies are that are received from your
book are paid to the Foundation for Inner Peace; is
that correct?

A That's correct.

Q Are you able to estimate for us how nmuch

that would be since 1980 or since it was published

in '84?

A Well, there have been 60,000 copies sold.
And if | were to guess, | would guess maybe $2 a
copy.
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Q And as the treasurer, are you famliar
today with the various sources of incone of the
Foundation for Inner Peace --

A Yes.

Q -- from19 -- let's use the year 1988.

Wul d you be familiar with that
i nformati on?

A Yes.

Q And ot her than your book, which is a
source of incone, what other sources of incone are
there for the Foundation for |nner Peace?

A There are donati ons.

Q O her than donations. | nean incone as

opposed to contri butions.

A There are investnents.

Q What i nvestnents does the Foundation
have?

A There are investments in nutual fund,

alimted partnership.

MR, ROSENBERG |'m going to designate
this attorneys' eyes only for the tinme being, and
then we could sort it out.

MR. FABI AN: Let ne ask one question

first.

Q Do you know whet her the information with
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respect of the sources of incone is filed with the
Attorney Ceneral's office or anyone else's office

that's a public official each year?

A Wuld a -- Dean Wtter nutual fund be --
Q No. Well, since we don't know, we'll ask
Kate -- just for the noment.

MR, ROSENBERG. This will be attorneys'
eyes only material as that is used -- is the draft
protective order.

MR. FABIAN: | believe it's filed with
the Attorney General's office.

MR. ROSENBERG. And if it is, we can
i medi ately undesignate it.

What we have been doing is separately
bi ndi ng parts that are deened confidenti al

MR. FABIAN: Of the record.

(Di scussion off the record.)

(Confidential proceedings under separate
cover for attorneys' eyes only, pages 96 to 107,

i ncl usive.)
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MR. ROSENBERG. How | ate are you going to
go?

MR, FABIAN: | think nmy role would be if
| had any nore tine, it would be a half hour or so,
and then | don't have any problem by finishing by
phone sone day if we have to do that, so I'll stop
at 5:00.

MR, ROSENBERG. | have a few questions
that | would like to ask and | would |ike to do that
today, just so it's on this transcript in case we
don't resune. Do you have any problemw th that?

But | certainly will agree that if we
need M. Skutch, by sonme agreenent either here or by
phone or sonething, we'll do sonething.

MR. FABI AN:  We'll continue.

Q Before we | ook at that particul ar
docunent, do you recall whether anyone at the
Foundati on requested that you send that letter?

A | forget what the document was. What
were we tal king about?

Q A letter which in effect you said to the
Church, &quot; Hey, stop doing that. &quot;

A Yes.

MR, ROSENBERG  Stop doi ng somet hi ng.

MR. FABI AN: Stop doi ng sonet hing.
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Q And so ny question then is, Do you recal
whet her anybody requested that you send that letter

at the Foundati on?

A No.

Q Did you make that determnmination by
yoursel f?

A Yes.

Q And prior to sending the letter out, did

you have it reviewed by anyone?
A. | think so. | think I showed it to Judy.
Q Okay. And did you have any conversation

with Judy about that letter?

A Yes. &quot;This is the letter I"'mgoing to

send, and what do you think?&quot;
Q And prior to your sending that letter
had you had any comuni cation for any reason

personal ly with anybody at the Church?

A Only the | ady who ordered the books.

Q Do you renenber her nane?

A Marty.

Q What conversation did you have with
Marty?

A About the books.

Q Do you renenber when that conversation

was?

109

THE CARDOMON GROUP, | NC.
(800) 298- 4336



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

A VWhenever she called, | would have a

conversation with her.

Q So it would be, &quot;| need 20 books&quot; ?

A &quot ; When can | get then&quot; &quot; How much

they going to cost?&quot;

Q And what is your policy -- what was your
policy with the Church in connection with paynent?
Do they have to pay before you ship the books?

A That is our policy with everyone.

Q So you don't have a |lot of accounts
recei vables with respect to sale of books?

A No.

MR. ROSENBERG. | wi sh you and | could do
busi ness that way, Larry.

MR, FABIAN:. Q Now, did you ever have
any conversation prior to your sending that letter
and the conversation you just tal ked about with Judy
relating to that letter with anyone at the
Foundation with respect to the Church?

A | don't think so.

Q So now if we could just take a | ook at
the letter for a nonment.

MR. ROSENBERG. | don't know if it's been
mar ked.

MR. FABI AN: | thought you marked it
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yest erday.

Q

MR. ROSENBERG. Did I?

It couldn't be yesterd

ay.

MR. FABI AN: | think this is it.

I"m going to show you now Exhibit 16

dated February 18, 1995, and I'mgoing to ask you is

that the letter that we have been tal ki ng about

whi ch you

A

sent to the Church?

| believe that's the f

sent to them yeah.

Q
Marty?
A
Q
bookl et s,
A
Q
t hat book
A
Q

or --

A

envel ope,

irst

letter that |

And how did it happen that you sent it to

Because Marty sent ne the bookl ets.

Now, when you say Marty sent you the

do you know whi ch bookl et she sent to you?

&quot ; Jesus i s Speaki ng. &quot ;

And how did it happen
et?

| don't know. She sen

And five copies of &quot;Jesus is Speaki ng&quot;

Five copi es of Jesus.

Just out of the blue,

Fi ve copi es out of the blue,

t hat

Marty sent you

t us five of them

she sent you --

came in an

and said, &quot;Here's a wonderful, little
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panmphl et . &quot ;

Q And was that addressed to you?

A Addressed to the Foundation, | believe.
Q And it just wound up in your |ap?

A I run the mail room

MR. ROSENBERG.  Anot her one of your
responsi bilities.

MR. FABI AN:  Now we know why he's naking
the bi g bucks.

Q Now, the second paragraph it says, &quot; Per
our phone conversation today, | am sending a recap
of our conversation of a couple weeks ago. &quot ;

What was the conversation of a couple of
weeks ago, which would have been a coupl e of weeks
before February 18, 1995, as best you can recall it?

A When | got the panphlets, the booklets, |
cal l ed her, because we had never given permn ssion
for themto quote the material. And it said on -- |

believe it said on there booklet perm ssion was

gi ven.
MR, ROSENBERG. Exhibit 3. Right here.
MR. FABIAN. Q I'msorry. You said --
A So | spoke to her and said, &quot;You know,

you have not gotten permi ssion to do this, and we
woul d |'ike you to stop. &uot;
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Q Okay.

A. &quot ; W& woul d appreciate it if you would send

us a letter or have someone send us a letter saying
you won't do it anynore and you'll get rid of the
rest of the books and not print anynore. &quot;

Q Ckay. Anything else that you recall from
t hat conversation?

A | said, &quot;l would like a |etter saying
you're going to do this and not print anynore. &uot;

Q Do you recall what Marty said to you, if
anyt hi ng?

A | just assunmed that -- | assuned she was

going to do that.

Q But did she say anything to you that you
remenber ?

A | don't recall, no.

Q Did you know at that tinme what Marty's

position was, if anything, with Endeavor --

A No.

Q -- or with the Church?

Okay. You say in the second sentence,
&quot ; As | indicated at that tine, although the bookl et
i ndi cates that Endeavor Academny has been granted
perm ssion to use quotations from our copyrighted
wor k, no such perm ssion has been requested in
113

THE CARDOMON GROUP, | NC.
(800) 298- 4336



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

writing, and none had been given. &juot ;

Now, what was it that led you to
believe -- and I'm going to show you the book, which
is marked as 3.

VWhat was it that led you to believe that
t he book or the booklet indicated that Endeavor had
been granted permission to use the quotations?

It doesn't help to show ne.

MR. ROSENBERG. You need to articul ate

THE WTNESS: GCh. On the back page it
says, &quot; These words of Jesus Christ are from A Course
in Mracles copyrighted by the Foundation for |nner
Peace. &quot ;

MR FABIAN. Q That's the total of the
ver bi age which |l ed you to nake the statenent that |
just read to you; is that correct?

A Ri ght .

Q Further in this paragraph it says, &quot;As
you now know, after having received our guidelines
for quoting material that | sent you after we spoke
on the phone two weeks ago ....&quot;

Do you recall specifically that you sent
such guidelines to Marty?

A If I said | didit, I didit.
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Q And when you sent such material, do you
normal ly send it regular mail ?

A Regul ar mai | .

Q And how | ong are those guidelines? One
page? Ten pages?

A One or two pages.

Q You fax it to her by any chance?

A I don't think so.

Q By the way, when were those guidelines
promul gat ed, neaning at some point in tine did the
board say, &quot; Here's our guidelines&quot;?

A At sonme point in tinme, we put them out

for distribution because we felt that was the thing

to do and that probably was -- I'd have to guess
' 93, maybe.
Q We'll conme back to that in a nonent.

After the sending of this letter, did you
receive a tel ephone conversation from
Theodor e Poppe?

You didn't receive a conversation. Did
you receive a call?

MR, ROSENBERG | was going to let it go

It's late. We're tired.

THE WTNESS: | did receive a call
Whet her it cane before | got a letter from himor
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after, | don't know.

MR, FABIAN. Q Well, whenever it cane,
do you recall speaking to Theordore Poppe concerning
this situation which had arisen?

A | renmenber the call quite well because it

was very little | said.

Q And do you know who that call was with?
A Ted Poppe.

Q Had you ever net Ted Poppe?

A No.

Q How do you know it was hinf?

A He told ne.

Q Do you recall what M. Poppe said and
what you said during the course of that
conversation?

A | can't recall what he said because it
didn't nake a |l ot of sense to nme, so | can't tel

you. But in the end he ended up with saying that

&quot;I"msorry. We're going to do what we're going to

do. &quot ;
Q And that's what you recall was the

essence of that conversation?

A He could have done it in two m nutes.
Q But he didn't do it in two mnutes?
A No.
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Q Do you recall anything that you said to
hi n?
A &quot ; Uh- huh.  Uh- huh. &quot ;

MR. ROSENBERG. The record woul d refl ect

there were &quot; uh-huhs&quot; in response to M. Poppe.

MR, FABIAN. Q So you were, in effect,
agreeing with M. Poppe? Just kidding.

A You get a dart on that one.

Q Did you ever receive any further
tel ephone calls from anyone el se at the Church with
respect to this issue?

A No.

Q What did you then do after the tel ephone
conversation with M. Poppe? Did you talk to anyone
el se at the Foundati on about this?

A Yeah. | talked to Judy about it and said
| got this weird call.

Q Now, at that point in time, other than
your conversations with Marty, did you know anything

about the Church?

A | had heard sone things about it. And |
can't, again, put this into atine frame. | can't
tell if it was before or after.

Q I"mnot asking -- you don't know whet her

it was before or after the conversation.
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So let ne ask: Do you recall anything
you heard about the Church prior to this
conversation with Ted Poppe other than they bought

books from you?

A Probably. Probably.
Q Do you recall what you had heard?
A | heard that there was a group in

W sconsin, which they called God's Country Pl ace,
and there was someone there called the Mster
Teacher and that people went there and sone

people -- | had heard -- were asked to or they did
give all of their life's possession to them and were

allowed to stay there for that purpose. That's what

I had heard
Q And do you know who you heard this fronf
No. | can't tell you who.
Q Do you know if this type of information

whi ch you've just discussed was ever discussed at an
executive conmttee neeting or a board neeting --

A No. It was never discussed.

Q Let me finish. ~-- prior to the Poppe
conversation, and the answer is no?

A No.

Q And would it be no if | asked you after
thi s Poppe conversation?
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A That's true.

Q Were there ever any discussions prior to
this litigation taking place that contact should be
made with the Church or sonme representative of the
Church to try to iron out these probl ens?

A W wote a letter, which was there, and

there's another letter | believe | wote to him

somewhere. And the answer was &quot;W're not going to

pay attention to you. &qjuot;

Q So your understanding fromthe response
that you got was &quot;W're not going to pay any
attention to you&quot; ?

A Yes.

Q VWhat did you do with the responses that
were given by the Church?

You' ve indicated there were witten
responses. Did you show themto soneone el se?

A | showed themto Judy.

Q Did you have di scussions with Judy as to

what shoul d be done?

A Yes.

Q And tell me what she said and what you
sai d.

A. We said that this is sonmething that

Pengui n shoul d handl e now because they have the
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copyrights to -- they've got the rights to publish
t he books and they should handle it.

Q Anything else? Did you have any other
di scussi on?

A No. That was basically the di scussion.

Q And who contacted, if anyone, Penguin to
say, &quot; Hey, Penguin, take care of this&quot;?

A I think Judy did.

Q Did you have any furtherall wi th Penguin
with respect to how they should handle the
situation?

A No.

Q Do you know i f anyone other than Judy had
contact w th Penguin?

MR, ROSENBERG.  From FI P?
MR, FABIAN. Q FromFIP with respect to

handling this situation of the Church.

A No. Nobody el se.
Q Did the fact of this -- and |'mjust
calling it the situation with the Church -- make its

way into the mnutes of executive comrittee neeting
or board neeting of FIP?
A I woul d doubt it.
Q How often are there board neetings at
Fl P?
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A Once a year
Q How about executive comrttee neetings?
A Executive committee neetings are

i nformal .

MR. ROSENBERG. But the question is how
many tinmes.
THE WTNESS: | don't know.

MR, FABIAN: Q So when you say

i nformal --
A When they' re needed.
Q Is it a neeting in the sense that

everyone cones to the sane place, or does it
sonmeti nes happen by tel ephone?

A There are only three on the executive
nmeeting: Judy, nme and Ken. Ken lives in the East.
So when we want to discuss sonething, it's got to be
by tel ephone.

Q If the, quote, &quot;executive conmttee&quot;

a tel ephone neeting, does it make its way into any
m nutes as far as you know or it's just a

conversation?

A Probably not a conversation. Sonething
big -- a big decision will probably make its way
into the neeting -- the board neeting.
MR. ROSENBERG. | do have a few
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MR. FABI AN: | want to see if

finish up an area or two here.

cover,

O f the record.

(Di scussion off the record.)

(Confidential proceedi ngs under

pages 123, inclusive.)
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MR. FABIAN: | guess we'll mark this as
26. It's just a letter dated May 28, 1996.
(Wher eupon, Defendant's
Exhi bit 26 was narked
for identification.)
MR FABIAN. Q |I'mshowing you a letter
dated May 28, 1996, which says from Bob Skutch.
Is that your handwiting?
A Yes.
Q And did you send that letter on or about
May 28, '967?
A Yes.
Q So prior to last nmonth, there were other

di scussions wi th Penguin --

A VWll, this isn't a discussion. It's a
letter.
Q O her --

MR. ROSENBERG.  Conmuni cati ons.
MR. FABI AN: Q  Conmuni cation?

A Yes. Yes.

Q And other than the two that you've now
mentioned, this letter and the oral comunication,
have there been any other oral or witten
comruni cation with Penguin with respect to their

sales efforts or sales fromyou?
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A I can't recall any.
Q So we can clarify this, are you famliar
wi th soneone by the nanme of Marianne WIIlianmson?
A Yes.
Q And did FIP ever comrence any litigation
agai nst Marianne WII|ianson?
A No.
Q Did you ever have any witten
conmuni cati on with her concerning certain things
that she was doing or her publisher was doing that
t he Foundati on wanted stopped?
A Directly with her?
Q No. Wth her or her agents?
MR. ROSENBERG. O publisher.
THE W TNESS: W th her publisher, yes.
MR, FABIAN:. Q Do you know who it was?
A Sure. Harper Collins.
Q What was the nature of that
communi cati on?
A The nature of that communication was that
we had given her permission to use, | believe, 500
words, may have been a thousand, of our docunents in
her book, and she had used something |ike 3500
wi t hout perm ssion.
And al so she had quoted things fromthe
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Course without attributing themand it sounded |ike
it canme out of her nmouth rather than the Course.

That was the nature of --

Q And was that situation eventually
resol ved?
A Yes.

Q And is her book being published today in
some fornf

A | assune it's still in print. It cane
out in '92, so assune it's still in print.

(Counsel confers with client.)

MR, FABI AN: Although | don't want to
bring out the snoking gun yet, | will save it for a
later tine.

But at this tinme, we'll discontinue
subj ect to our prior discussion and you can ask the
few questions you have to ask now.

MR. ROSENBERG  Ri ght, which | understand
is out of order, neaning that you'll have the right
to resume by phone or out here or whatever we agree
upon, and | will try to make this fairly brief,

recogni zi ng the hour

/1
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EXAM NATI ON BY MR. ROSENBERG

VR.

ROSENBERG Q Sir,

do you recal

bei ng questioned earlier about Exhibit 227

> O >

Q

Yes.

And particularly anmong others, page 1107?

Yes.

And

M. Fabi an asked you if there had

been certain changes fromthis text to the nost

recent one.

A

Q

about this text,

A

Q

actually the second ful

Do you recall that?

Yes.

I would Iike to ask you sone questions

Yes.

And

meani ng Exhi bit 22.

Okay?

you'll follow along with me.

I am | ooki ng about the m ddle of --

par agraph on page 110. And

it says, &quot; The problemthen arose concerni ng how he

could work with the Course if Judy had only one copy

with her...

> o » O >

&qu

Who does the &quot; he&quot ;

ot ;

Jim

Ji m Bol en?

Yes.

refer to?

And it says &quot;Jim &yuot; That's Ji m Bol en?

Yes.
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Q .&quot ;.. decided the only thing to do was to

make a xerox copy. &quot;
Have | read that correctly?
A Yes.
Q &quot ; Because of its publishing connection,
was able to have the job done in 24 hours and only
for $48. &quot ;

Do you see that?

A Yes.

Q Did you ever talk to JimBol en about this
ever?

A No.

Q At |least outside of the litigation?

A No.

Q And you quote, quote, &quot;only $48. &juot;

Is that a direct quote that M. Bolen

told you?

A No.

Q Do you know if it was precisely $48 that

it was nmade for?

A No.

Q What was your purpose in including that
phrase?

A. To indicate that it cost a |ot of nopney

at that tine.
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1 Q To make one copy?

2 A Yes.

3 Q And it says he could have the job done in
4 24 hours. Do you know if literally M. Bolen had

5 the job done in 24 hours?

6 A No.

7 Q Could it have been 487

8 A Coul d have been 48.

9 Q Readi ng on to the next paragraph, it

10 says -- and this is the part M. Fabian read --

11 &quot;... Expedients did devel op. &uot; That's md-
sent ence.

12 &quot ; Jim s copy started to be reproduced.

13 And those copies were then copied. And before |ong
14 there were over a hundred people in the
15 San Francisco area in possession of A Course in

16 Mracl es. &uot ;

17 Have | read that correctly?
18 A Yes.
19 Q Do you know that to be true, what you

20 wote there?

21 A No.

22 Q Did you ever tal k outside of the

23 litigation to Ji mBol en about what you wote here?
24 A No.

25 Q Do you know i f Jims copy that he

129
THE CARDOMON GROUP, | NC.
(800) 298- 4336



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

received from Judy was reproduced?

A No.

Q Do you know i f any copies that he nade
were then copied?

A No.

Q Do you know if before long there were
over a hundred people in the San Francisco area in
possession of A Course in Mracles?

A No.

Q Do you know if there were five people in

the San Francisco area in possession of it --

A No.

Q -- at this time that the book's referring
to?

A No.

Q Do you know i f there were 127

A No.

Q Do you know any i ndividuals other than

Judy and Ji m Bol en who had copies in San Francisco?

A No.

Q What was the source of the information
for what you wote in this book?

A That was witten as a way of trying to
express that a |lot of people whomthey had exposed
to A Course in Mracles' ideas for the first time,
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and it was a way of saying a nunber of people had
been exposed to the ideas.

Q You tried to suggest that people were
becom ng interested in it?

A Yes.

Q But you have no know edge of whether any
copies were made by M. Bolen, do you?

A No.

Q Were you trying to mslead by being a

fake or a fraud when you wote this?

A No.
Q How woul d you descri be what you did here?
A I would describe that as literary

i cense, using a netaphor

Q And you, in fact, had witten screenpl ays
for TV.in the past. Correct?

A Yes.

Q And perhaps even nore creative or
licensed than that, you were in the advertising
busi ness before. Correct?

A | admit that.

Q And | think M. Fabian asked you this.
This was your first attenpt to wite a nonfiction
book. Correct?

A Yes. Basically aside from Messages From
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My Hi gher Sel f.

MR, ROSENBERG | have nothing further
for today.

Again, | may have ot her questions on the
ot her areas that we have discussed, but | wanted to
have the record conplete for today.

MR. FABI AN:  Thank you.

(Deposition adjourned at 5:17 p.m)
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DECLARATI ON UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY

| hereby declare under penalty of perjury
under the |laws of the State of California that the
foregoing is ny deposition; are the questions asked
of me and ny answers thereto; that | have read sane
and have nade the necessary corrections, additions,
or changes to ny answers that | deem necessary.

In witness thereof, | hereby subscribe ny

nanme this day of

, 19

ROBERT SKUTCH
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CERTI FI CATE
OF

CERTI FI ED SHORTHAND REPORTER

The undersigned Certified Shorthand
Reporter and/or Notary Public of the State of
California does hereby certify:

That the foregoi ng exani nati on was taken
before ne at the tine and place therein set forth,
at which tinme the witness was duly sworn by ne;

That the testinony of the witness and
all objections made at the tine of the exam nation
were recorded stenographically by me and was
thereafter transcribed, said transcript being a true
copy of ny shorthand notes thereof.

In witness whereof, | have subscribed ny

nanme this date: April 6, 1999.

Josephi ne V. Angui ano, CSR

Certificate Nunber 11386
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